Expectant Waiting . . .
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As Advent comes and Christmas nears,
I've been thinking. If | were Sod and |
intended to become human. | would have
liked at least a little bit of fanfare — maybe
something like the teasers for upcoming
movies, banners and balloons, a sky writer,
or at least a massive bright flash of light
coursing across the sky for all the world to
seg,

But ry weaws are so much different from
God's who came to Elijah in & "oy
wehispering sound” and to the world in cries
of a small baby boy born in asmelly stable to
poor parents, who were invisible to most of
society and had to flee to a foreign land to
seek refuge from a leader threatening the

child's life.

Wiith all the glitz and noise surrounding
Christrnas, | find it hard to enter into the
quiet and expectancy of Advent that |
suspect God is inviting us--—-becoming stll in
the wombs of our spirits to welcome Christ
into ourworlds,

For many of us it's a scarw thought to
even consider going to that place where we
are known intmately bw God, let go of
control, and try to just be present in the
seeming nothingness there. But that just
might be the call of Advent.

Howe can we do this in the midst of
shopping, wrapping, decorating, baking and
parties? | rermember when | was pregnant |
weould talk and sing to ry unbarn child while
| was teaching a class, driving, or fixing
dinner. That child was never out of my
awareness, Lingering with some of the
expectant and comforting readings from
Isaiah that occur during advent is one way
["ve found to keep me more in tune with the
irvitation to be more present even when
things are swirling around me. Here's a
sampling to ge tvou started:

i

They shall beat their swaords
into plowshares
and thelrspears into pruning hooks:
One netion shell not
raize the sword egainst another,
norshell they train forwaragain,
D house of facob, come,
Tet uswalk in thelight of the LORD
flsaiah 3:4-5]

Then thewalf shall be o guest of thelamb,

and theleopard shall e down with the bid;

The celf end the young lion
shall browse tagether,
with o little child to guide them,
The cow and the bear shell be neighbars,
together theirvoung shall rest;
the lion shall eot haylikethe ox
The bahy shall plaw by the cobra's den,
and the child gy his hend
an the adderslain
There shall be ne harm arruin
on all we holy mountain;
forthe earth shell be filed
with knowledge of the LORD,

s water covers the sen.

flsaich 11:6-9) .1!;_

D house of facob, come,

Tet wswalk in thelight of the LORD
On this mountain the LORD of hosts
will provide for all peaples
A feast of rich food and choice wines,
Juicy, vich food end pure, cholce wings
O this mounitain he will destray
the vell that veils ol peoples,

The web that is waoven overall nations;

hewill destray death foreven
fleaich 25: 6-7)

Thus savs the Lord GOD:
LBt o vene litt e whils,
end Lebanaon shell be chenged
into an archard,
and the orchard be regorded as o forest!
On that dav the deaf shell hear
theweards of @ book;
And out of gloom and darkness,
the eves of the blind shall see,
The lowhe will everfind jov in the LORD,
acrd the poorrgjoice in the Holy One of
fsrael flsaich 29:17-19)

Comfart, comfort my people savs the Lord,
A voice cries out:
In the desert prepere the way of the LORD
Mek e straight in the wasteland
& highway for our God!
Evene vellay shell be filled in,
everny mountein end il shall be mede Tow
The rugged land shell be made o plain,
the rough countny, o broad vallaw
Then the glone of the LORD
shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together;
Forthe mouth of the LORD hes spoken,
{leaich 40: 1, 3-5)

fomthe LORD, your Fod,
whe grasp your right hand;
It is fwho sae to you,

Fearnot, L will help yrow "
{leaich 41:13)

approaches
Antiphons” the Magnificat antiphons used
at vespers the week before Christrmas, can
keep us connected to the meaning of the
great feast we are about to celebrate:

came to rescue ws with vour mighty power!

apening the gotes of God's eternal Kingdon:

come and save man, whom vou formed fram

wvour &dvent journeys. Come, let usjoin
together to welcome God who lives and
lowesin us. O Come, O Come Emmanuel...

As things get even busier and Christmas
spending  Hime with "0

December 17
O Wisdom of our Fod Mast High,
guiding creation with power and Jove:
come to teach us the path of Enowledge!

December 18
2 Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Low to Moses an Sinail:

December 19
O Root of fesse's stem,
gign of Cod'slove for ell his people:
come to save us without delap!

December 20
O Key of Devid,

come and free the prisoners of dark ness!

December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendaor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine an those who dwell in
darkness and in the
shedow of decth,

December 22
O King of ell nations and kevstone of the
Church

the dust!

December 23
O Emmanuel, ourKing end Civer of Law
come to sove us, Lord our God!

May God lead vau to what will enrich



